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Printed or Electronic Magazines? 
From the Librarian to the Cybrarian? 
PSite Interview with Margarete Payer and Alois Payer 


E-Zines 

PS: What do you think about the development in the 
field of electronic magazines? 

MP: They will succeed, above all, in specialized sub- 
jects very quickly. There are, e.g., a lot of medical 
magazines from the United States. It is interesting that 
the OCLC, the worldwide leading Institute for Library 
Applications, has a group of researchers, 100 persons 
who have started out with medical electronic maga- 
zines, amazingly enough with magazines for nurses. 
These magazines very quickly assume topical inter- 
est, which is necessary. And there appears to be a lot 
of money in the medical field. The magazines are not 
free of charge, you have to subscribe for them. They 
have been created completely electronically, and they 
are delivered with pictures, graphics and everything 
else belonging to a normal magazine. A body of editors 
is obliged to process incoming contributions within 24 
hours, as far as | Know. Just as with printed magazines 
one insists on the fact that the contributions are of a 
high quality. Only carefully examined contributions are 
sent on-line. It is very important in this respect to point 
out that this is a scientific magazine. It directly gets in 
touch with, similar to a mailing list, its readers. They 
may take the whole magazine or only the description 
of the contents with or without abstracts to get then the 
essay which interests them. The invoice is sent accord- 
ing to the scope of supply 

PS: And which role does in this connection the libr- 
ary play? 

MP: This is my very concern: we very urgently have 
to take action because this development ignores the 
libraries. Okay, OCLC sprang from an university libra- 
ry. But today a publishing house can publish and dis- 
tribute directly via the web letting the libraries complet- 
ely apart. 

PS: Which role can a university library play in the 
future? 

MP: We are also in the future obliged to register and 
to pay attention to the fact that the publications are 
filed. 

AP: It is especially with scientific magazines import- 
ant to bear in mind that they are mainly used for quo- 
tations. Because in most cases they are not up to date 
anymore, when they have gone into print. A scientist 
will only publish his writings at those places which can 
be used for quotations. The younger scientists almost 
even depend on this possibility in order to write appli- 
cations. Their publications have to be provable. 

PS: Where do | ask if | am looking for a contribution 
published in the net? 

MP: It has to be taken into consideration now who 
would be the best to file Internet-publications. In the 
United States this is undertaken by the Library of 
Congress, but also individual universities file these 
things for their respective purposes. In Germany this 
should be done by the "Zeitschriftendatenbank" (data- 
base for magazines) in Berlin. This database is at the 
moment still a union catalogue registering which 
magazine can be found where in Germany. No sooner 
did librarians start to think about electronic magazines 
than users asked. The "Zeitschriftendatenbank" has 
now begun with registering these magazines accord- 
ingly. The real problem is that it is impossible to com- 
pletely stick to the theory. There is in principle a differ- 
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"But since now everyone can be his own publisher, the question arises what should be 


and what is allowed to be collected and stored for the following generations. 
the URC - Universal Resource Characteristics. 


quite a simple solution to this problem: 


There is 


If the URC contains information on for how long for example a paper should be valid, 
then its author can also state in the URC, if at all and for how long his product 


should be stored and collected. 
you own your own words. 
- which have this way been authorized." 


This would be the application of the WELL-principle: 
The task of the librarians would be the storing and collecting 


"The Librarian as Cult Figure in Cyberspace" by Alois Payer 


URL: 


ence between a bibliography and a catalogue. In a 
catalogue all that | have is listed. In a bibliography 
everything is listed. It is very difficult to learn that today 
this differentiation doesn't make sense anymore. 

PS: Is it really a question whether electronic maga- 
zines should be listed in libraries or not? 

MP: Only a few months ago there was a big discus- 
sion in library lists about whether it makes sense to 
cataloguize these or to list them at all or not. The opin- 
ion that publications should be listed in the net does 
not yet generally prevail. Although electronic maga- 
zines are now already accepted in abstract journals 
and reviews. This process is, by the way, the breakt- 
hrough for a scientific magazine. 


Publishers 

PS: And what do the scientific publishing houses do 
concerning this problem? 

MP: The publishing houses know very well that their 
printed magazines sell less and less. A growing num- 
ber of libraries have to cancel their subscriptions for 
magazines because they are short of money. We 
would have to offer the electronic magazines as an 
alternative. 

PS: Are the traditional scientific publishing houses 
rather reserved? 

MP: The clever publishing houses try to be right in 
there, the big publishers like Elsevier, Springer - 
Heidelberg, Macmillan have recognized the situation 
in time and offer already magazines in the Internet. 
And they get also paid. | think that this is even quite 
lucrative, because in the long run these small amounts 
will build up to more benefits than if several libraries 
belonging to one university subscribe for money rea- 
sons for only one normal magazine. 

PS: What is the electronic subscriber like? 

MP: That can be seen at the OCLC. They don't need 
the library anymore. For the reader, the quality of the 
texts is still important. And here the old criteria are still 
valid: where do the contributions come from? Who is 
responsible? And the publishing house does play an 
important role, too. The publisher either has a good 
reputation or not. 


Librarian - Cybrarian 

PS: And what will the tasks of the future librarians 
be? 

MP: My ideal concept is, of course, to educate my 
students at university to be cybrarians. The students 
go along with this, the libraries are the ones lagging 
behind. And it is often in public libraries that the peo- 
ple don't understand why they should be concerned 
with networks. Although, for scientific librarians and 
people working in the documentary field this is self- 
understood. The problems the librarian of the future, 
the cybrarian, is faced with are not all that different 
from those of the classical librarian. 

PS: Do the librarians have any restraints or doubts 
about being in the future qualified as technicians and 
not so much as scientists? 


http:// www.well.com/user/payer/alois.html 


MP: This is a question of the self-image. There isn't 
any connection between the librarian and science. 
Today, a librarian is not much different from a stock- 
keeper of a big enterprise. 

PS: The nets become more and more intricate. Will 
the most important task consist in finding in the net the 
most interesting contributions, which also come up to 
certain quality standards? 

MP: Yes, that's the most important task. Filtering 
according to my client interested in specific subjects 
whom | try to find in the net the suitable publications 
for. 

AP: It's only recently that content-oriented filtering is 
possible. Today, a scientific librarian is not anymore 
able to judge what as to the contents for example the 
most recent state of a research is. A librarian doesn't 
have enough time to keep know ledge about a special 
subject so well up to date that they are able to judge 
themselves. Today, one is not anymore able to judge 
what is good and what only looks good. It doesn't work 
anymore to be scientist and librarian in one person, 
One is a control element, an interface. The personal — 
know-how is the most important thing, just like in | 
science. A librarian would be able to tell you: 'Ms. — 
Whatever at the University of Hohenheim is working at 
your problem, too, do give her a ring, this is the phone 
number - or send her an e-mail.’ This librarian is well 
informed about what happens where, also in the net, 
and informs me, the library user. 

PS: Librarians as filters? 

AP: Filter is maybe the wrong word. A librarian 
shouldn't become a filter in the sense of somebody | 
censoring things. He or she is a helper who shows me | 
the best and quickest access-points into my subject. | 
The librarian gets to know the user's needs together ' 
with him without judging them. | 
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Texts in the WWW (Worldwide Web) are regarded a 
published. Decision of the IFLA (International Feder: 
tion of Library Associations), 2nd revised edition. 


